The Third Arab-Israel War
part dealt with the Palestinian refugee problem and with setting
up recognized frontiers.115 No final agreement has been reached
with regard to any plan, but it is realized by both the superpowers
that they are not in a position to impose a diktat in the Middle
East. They can only hope to apply pressure on their 'client*
states, and as yet, neither of them have shown any inclination to
do this.116
The Soviet Union has, however, sought to persuade the Arabs
to accept a policy of realism towards Israel and to concentrate
their energies on social and economic improvement with Soviet
help. Also, she has tried to convince the Arabs that as a result
of the difficulties of occupation, Israel will find herself in increas-
ing political isolation; that generally speaking, time works for
the Arabs and that they should avoid becoming involved in rash
adventures. The Soviet Union has made it clear that she does not
share the sentiments of the Arab extremists—belonging to the
Al Fatah and the Palestine Liberation Movement—who talk of
continuing the fight till the destruction of Israel, for Moscow
maintains that Israel exists and will continue to exist. Moscow
considers the Arab extremists to be a major threat to the peace
of the entire region in view of their uncompromising attitude,
and fravda has accused them of "hurting their own cause with
hysterical appeals for an early war of revenge". It has pointed
out that such threats made it less likely that Israel would agree
11* Boston Evening Globe, 9 March 1970, p. 1.
116 In the case of the Soviet Union, there are limitations in her apply-
ing pressure even though the Arabs are heavily dependent upon her for
arms and assistance. If, for instance, the Soviet Union withheld arms
supplies as a means of pressuring the Arabs, it could do her irreparable
harm in her struggle with China for, the latter can, in part at least, re-
place the arms, enough to keep the Arabs in the figjit anyway. The So-
viet Union cannot run the risk of the Arabs making a pro-Chinese switch.
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